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JOHN i, ver. 14. 
| And the Word was made 2 


H E three ale Evatige- 


Cbriſt according to the 
-— Fleſh from Dawid, and 
the Actions of his Miniſtry y upon Earth. 
St John, who writ after them, begins 
much higher. He declares, what ſe- 


ſus Chriſt was, before his Birth of 


the Bleſſed Virgin, yea, even before 
the World was made. To make 
himſelf underſtood by thoſe for whom 
he intended his Golp I, St John cal- 
leth him the Word before his Incar- 
nation, whom after his Incarnation 


he calleth with the other Evans geliſts, 


Jeſus Chriſt. The Name Jeſus bes 


That impoſed on Hin”! at 1 
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| lifts, record the Deſcent of 
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A SERMON reached 
ſion, and anſwering to our Chriſtian 
Name: as the Name Chriſt belongs 
to him in reſpect of the Offices he 
was to exerciſe, after taking upon him 
our Nature, into which Men uſed un- 
der the, Law, to be inaugurated by 
Chriſme or Anointings. N 
For the Title of Ward, it is. not u- 
ſed in the other Goſpels, for ought 
that certainly appears; and becauſe 
of the ſublime Divinity wot meant 
to teach in the uſe of it, he acquired 
with the Antient Chriſtians the Ap- 
pellation of John the  Theologue 
or Divine. What Notion the gene- 
rality of Readers, at this Diſtance 


from St. John, have of the Word, 


and how diſtinct it is, may juſtly be 
2 ; but it certainly concerns 
thoſe, that would read the Scriptures 
with Underſtanding and be knowing 
in the Myſteries of their Salvation, to 
ſtudy the Meaning of this Title, and 
the Reaſon of its Application to Jeſus 
. Chriſt. A Subject very proper for 
our preſent Meditation; as that which 
will appear in the Explication, to give 
SR | a 
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Redemption, that we meet to bleſt 
God for more particularly on this Day, 
and to be the Foundation of many 
uſeful Reflections, as ſhall: be u 
1 the Cloſe of this Diſcourſ. 
But to form to our ſelves Auſt = 
diſtin Notion of the Word. it wil 
be ſufficient to (ongoing! bor 
77 in 97 '1 SLICE | 
1. — St Jabs took the UL 
19V, me this Title. 1 


TY What has -probably: ak 


buy eit, who introduced it in- 
70 4D ol with the People: 


Wild IE aptly gt Johne Dek 


is ſerved by it, which is to de- 


clare Chriſt's high Original, with 
- thoſe for whole Benefit he writ 
bis Goſpel. ls 


I. Whence did St. Jon * the 
| Uſe of this Title? I anſwer, in one 


Word, from the Jews, among whom 


2 high Value, to the Work! of out 
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6 IJ SERMON: preac hd 

he lived and was bred. John was by 
Education a Fiſherman, the Son of a 
Fiſherman, and conſequently out of 
the Way of Acquaintance with the 
Philoſophy of the Gentiles, or the 
abſtruſe Learning of the Jerriſſh Dos. 
tors All his Knowledge in Religion 
came from the Synagogue Worſhir 
which he frequented; till Chriſt chuſing 
him into the Apoſtleſhip, gave him 
afterwards Knowledge from on/ High. 
Such Knowledge, he had Power 
with the other Apoſtles to expres in the 
Language of any Nation, wkithdi he 
ſhould be ſent to preach. But writing 
to his own People and in his own 
LIongue, the Spirit did not furniſh 
him With new Expreſſions or Terms 
of Art; the Spirit did not make 
him Learned or Eloquent, who was 
neithet, before his Influence; but ſo 
conducted him in the Choice of the 
Things he writ, and the Manner of 


Writing them, as not to let him err- 
where be was to inſtruct; for the reſt, 
he was leſt to his natural Abilivies, 
. whether 


e wn ©; ws e. Hoo 6 . . . . . „„ &@ 


whether improveidor-not,- in enditing 
thoſe Ideas that were imprinted ſu- 
pernaturally on his Underſtanding; 
Ibis ſeems to have been the Meas: 
fure; of the Spirit's acting in the in- 
ſpied Prophets of Old. And there 
is Reaſon to believe, he dealt no o- 
| therwiſe with. St. Jahn, becauſe tg 
| have done otherwile, muſt have con- 
tradicted the end of his Inſpiration 
and of his enditing the Goſpel. He 
himſelf declares, Joh. xx. 31. He 
writ theſe Thond, that they might 
believe that Jeſus Chriſt is the don 
Cod. and that believing they mig 
have Life through his Name. Now 
unleſs he had choſen the moſt fa- 
miliar Terms and vulgar Phraſes} in 
propoſing to them the Objects of their 
Behef, how could they believe, that 
did not undetſtand him 1 His Goſ- 
phemand Doctors only, that He ſhould 
confine himſelf to their Terms; it 
was Atlapted to common Capacites, 
W A e 
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We may. therefore conclude hence; 


thatthe- Title Word: ,was not — | 
or then 


to the Learned of that Age; 
che chmmon People, Without [ſoup 


piration to that of St. John, to uns 
derſtand bit Meaning. And ſince St. 
John hath no where in his Books given 
ſuch an Explication, it may be preſu- 


med he omitted. it, becauſe it was 


one of their on Terms, of which 


dn. What that was, and whence de- 
rived, is the Subject of ouvRrt 272) 
- [,7. Second — Enquiry 1 And 4 here 7 1 


Al Opinions of, the- Learmed abouf 
it's Signification. That which ſeemi 
to meꝛckitain is this; the Title di un 
is intefided to denote a Perſon, \by 
or through whom all the Manifeſtaf 


tions of Nod are made ↄto Creatures: 
whether in Works that beſpeakithe Pi- 


vinity of the Operator, asthoſe 
39 | 


tion, 


haue the.Goſpel-preacht unto them. t 


Ei, esd ahh | 


they bad in that Age, a ſettled. Noti- 


hall not trouble yon, with the: ſehet 
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tion, Providence, Miracles, and extraor- 
dinary Deliverances diſproportion d to 
the natural Cauſes; or convey d by glo- 
rious And ſenſible Appearances, by 
Sound and Voice, by inward Repreſen- 
tation or Preſence with the Mind, or by 
what other Way reaſonable and ſenſible 
Beings come to any Knowledge of the 
inviſible God. Not that he acts without 
ſubordinate Miniſters, that aſſiſt in the 
Accompliſhment of thoſe Things, 
whereby God is manifeſted. But — 
Power of every ſuch Agent, is from and 
under him. He preſides in, he hath - 
the Direction of the whole Worx 
from the Beginning to the End, 
which is therefore juſtly aſcrib d to him. 
Agreeably to that Paſſage in the Goſ-— 
pel, W one hath ſeen God 4 any Joh. i. 11. 
Time, the only. Begatten Son which, 
ir in ſhe. Boſom of the Father, He 
hath declared Hin. 
To ſuch a one, the Title of Word 
is applyed figurative); the Figure 
being tranſlated from the Deſign and 
Effect of 2 Man's Word, te imply 
Ak 3 ſome 
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10 
ſome ſuek Likeneſs of Office in Elim, 
by whom God, his Attributes, Coun- 
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15, 16. 


cils, Decrees and Actions ate decla. 
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c 
red. A Man's Word is the Repre- ( 
ſentation of his Conceptions, and | 1: 
his Speech the Interpreter of his Cl 
ughts. He therefore who an- ri 
ſwers the Ule of Speech to God the pi 
Father of all Things, who reveals to / 
our Capacities, the _ and only C. 
PotentaitFdwelling in the Light which H 
no Man can approach unto, whom |} cal 


no one hath ſeen, nor can ſee, without nei 


Him, may with 83 be Bu 
» 


called God's Wor 

teren . Sal b_ 52. 1190; 
This Similitude taken from a Word |} it, 

ſpoken, ' beſt - anſwers the Import of the 


the Hebrew and Chalder Name, of tick 
which the Greek Lagos is the In- By: 


his £ peech or In- , 


terpretation. Logon in Criek nifies 
indeed Reaſon, as well as Speech, * 
but the Hebrew -and | Chaldee Name, 
bath no ſuch: double senſe; it bath 
but one ſimple Meaning, which is 
derived from Speaking. In this = 
e | 1 25 | ig 


times calls the Angels Words, becauſe 
on leſs Occaſions the Meſſenger's of 
God's Wil.) In this Senſe, Plato a 
learned Gentile, who is thought to 
converſe with the Jeter ſome: Centu- 


ries before Philo, calls the Divine Im- 


preſſions on the Works of Nature; 
Words, as ſpeaking the Reaſon of the 
Creator So the Gentile Theology made 
Herwes or Mercury, who was allo 
called Logos in Egypt, to be the ge- 


neral Interpreter o God, or Jupiter. 


But what is moſt to our Purpole, ſo the 
Pfalmi long before them all, under - 
ſtood the Jord; for thus he explains 
it, according to his Way of making 
the latter Clauſe in a Sentence exege- 
tick of the former, Pf. xXxxiii, 6. 
By the Word of the Lord were the 
Heavens wade, and all the Hoſts 


by the Uſes aſcribed to Orphens, and 
| 7 / B 2 


Philo a Greek Jew before Chriſt, ſome- | . 


the antient Syriac Verſion of St. Jom ;z,. 


8 


— — — — — 


«4 —— = va — —_ 
7 4 
— 
o * [4 


% 


'F2 A SERMON predch'd 
the Creation aſcribed to. the Logos, 
change that into a ſynonimous Word 
that ſignifies Speech pronounced. | 
Yet doth not this Senſe wholly ex- 
clude, but rather ſuppoſe the other 
ſignifications given of the Nord. name- 
ly, that of Reaſon and Wiſdom, tho 
that Notion is certainly not intended 
in this Title. For what is Speech ex- 
preſs d in articulate Sounds with us, 
but inward Reaſon made External and 
Senſible? And what is Reaſon, but 
inward Speech, comparing, connectin 
and ſeparating Ideas ? By which we Gul 
ſpeak to our ſelves, before we ſpeak 
to others; the very Original of what 
is afterwards expreſſed by Bodily Or- 
gans. Uponthis account the ſame Per- 
lon, tho in different reſpects, is term d 
ſometimes the Wiſdom of God, ſome- 
times the Power, ſometimes the Word 
of God, in the Sacred Writings, but 
alwaysin a Figure, While the Word 
lay hid and inarticulate (if we may ſo 
ſpeak) in the Father's Boſom, | to ſhew 
1 eeiuen then his Pre- exiſtence and ſtrict 
. 5 1 - Union. 
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Union with the Father, he might pro- _ 
perly enough have been deſcribed under 
the Character of the Wiſdom of God. 
, But with regard to the ſame Per- 
43 ſon's external Activity, in executing 
the ſeveral Parts of the Creation, that 
„ had been contrived and determined by 
dle Father, he is term'd the Word of 
7 Cod, it, being the Property of a Word 

; to make known the Secrets of the 
Mind, as God's Power, Wiſdom and 
˖ Goodneſs were eminently declared in 
| 


the Works of the Cteation. 
And thus the ſeeming difference 
between the Antient Fathers, upon 
this Point is eaſily reconciled. One 
faith, God was not ſer monalis a prin- 
cipio, or his Word did not exiſt till the 
Creation; others ſay, Chriſt was a5 
au. the eternal Word of the Father. 
They may all be underſtood in a ſound 
Senſe with the help of this DiſtinRion; 
the Word as he is inward / Speech, 
formed from the eternal Mind; was for 
ever 'with God: But as God's Agent, 
to diſplay and ſound forth the Wil- 
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14 A SERMON preachd 
dom of God in external Works, as 
ſuch he exiſted not till the Creation 
which was wrought in time; the 
Ceation being as it were a verbal Ex- 
plication, of what Reaſon had firſt - 
ſilently —_ diſpoſed and reſolved 
within it ſelf. _ cd, brei 
Thus mnch for the Deſign of the 
Figure. Still the difficulty remains, 
how the Fervs came to apply this Fi- 
gure'to that Perſon, by whom God 
was made manifeſt to the World? To 
remove it, it may be conſidered; that 
God intending under the Chriſtian 
Diſpenſation, a clearer Revelation of 
the Nature of his Son, gave ſome in- 
timations thereof before-hand, in the 
Jewiſh Scriptures. They were indeed 
obſcure Notices, before a fuller Expli- 
cation and Application of them by tube 
Apoſtles, but yet ſufficient to lead 
1 thoſe that ſtudied the Holy Scriptures, 
into Reflections that prepared for the 
reception of a better Light. 


* 
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one certain Being, tranſacted all Things, 


with 


4 Jo chis purpoſe they obſerved that 


j 


before the KING. 
with the Patriarchs before, and their 
Fathets under the Law, in the Nane 
of God. Sometimes he is inded trea- 
ted às an Angel or Meſſenger, but even 
then is ſo diſtinguiſhd om all other 
Angels, in reſpect of Majeſty, Autority 
Power, or e ify'd with tho in- 
e Title of Jelova, that 
they had not the leaſt thought of his 
beinjp 'a meer, Angel; no mote than 
they could perſuade themſelves, that 
he was God the Father, wh6 could 
not ſend himſelf, and to whom in the 
pure Simplicity of the Divine Nature, 
the humane Affettions and Actions 
aſcribed to this Angel, chey knew. did 
not and could not belong. Going ſtill of 
. backward to the firſt 8e lion in Gene- | [1 
fie, they obſerved an uncommon 
Em — hit _— the: e e i 
he {aid or ſpdke. | 
. 40 {es deſcribing chew ahi begin- 


ning of the Creation, introduces'evety\ -.-> {| 
Days Work with, and Cod ſaith let 
es or that be done, and it was done. "18 
Prom whence they inferred,(how _ "ii 

y ? 
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Get. xv. ph, both to his Slavery and Advance - 
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all Things by his Word, ſo this Word 
was an aChive: intelligent Being, and was 
the proper Title of that Divine Perſon, 


Perſon and Character uf God, in the 
Hiſtory of the Old Teſtament. Here 
only in:this Chapter iis this Form of 
Speech 0 led, and that preciſely before 
the Work of every Day, as if deſign- 
edly preferred, fot the ſuggeſting of 
ſo me Myſtery to attentive Readers. 
Be the Deſign of the Writer as it 
will, tis plain the Sacred Writers after 
Moſes | adapt this : Notion, As from 
him. So Dawid in a Plalm that cele- 
brates the Creation, ſings, Pf. xxxiii. 
6. By the WORD: of the Lord 
were the Heavens made, &c. And 


tothat Perſon's Tranſactions with Jo- 


» 75, ment, whom Moſes in his Narration of 
17, 19. He ſent a Man lefore them. 


even 


carrying the ſame Notion - in his 1 
Thoughts, he applys the Title of Word, 
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who ſc often afterwards ſuſtained the A 
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ſe ervant—tuntil the. time t 


— 


eben joſeph who ru L, Bat 
until the. time that his Word 
came, tht Word of the Lord tried 


him. 


Since therefore the Colledges of ret. 19, 


Prophets ſearched 4 fligentiy into th 


meaning of the Prophet ical Books be. 
fore their Time, by may not this be 


7 


part of the myſtical Meanings con- 


tain'd in thoſe Books, with the Dif 


covery whereof God bleſſed. their La; 
bours, before, the Gift of Prophecy, 
able to correct dangerous Miſtakes, 
had ceaſed in their Nation? From 
them thele Notions paſſing by Tradi- 
tion, found eaſily 2 Place in their Tar- 
gums or publick Interpretations of Sctis 
pture, after the Qaptivity : as during 


” 
+ 
. 


their ſeveral Diſperſions and Travels, 


by them the Centiles came acquainted 
with the Notion of the Word. Which 


is a far more rationat Account, of the 


means whereby Plato and other Cen- 

tile Greek Writers came, to the Know- 

ledge of the Word, than ſuppoſing 

they collected it, purely by their Rea- 
"wg 


ſon, 


18 
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ſen, without any Foundation fo to do. 
However the Notion crept in a- 
mong the Jews, it is certain they had 
fuch a Notion; their Targums, read in 
the Synagogues before Chriſt, are full 
of it, the Remains we have of the 
Jewiſh Writings in Greek bear Wit- 


neſs to it, St. John plainly ſnppoſes | 


it to be a current Notion among his 
Country-Men, and even ſome of the 


5 publick Prayers, before the 


riting of the Talmud, retain a taſte 
of it. : | 


Thus the Notion became received, 
and thus it ſtood in the main, though 


darkned with cabaliſtick Conjectures, 
and philoſophick Reaſonings upon it, 


till St. Johns Time; when being taken 


by him from common uſe and apply- 
ed to Chriſt, do's aptly ſuit his Deſign, 
of declaring Chriſt's high Original, to 
thoſe for whoſe Benefit he writ his 


Goſpel, as J am to ſhew under the 
Third Head. For-whether he writ 

to convince the Jews, that this Jeſus, 

whom they crucified, was indeed the 
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Son of God, or to filence ſome He- 
retick Chriſtians, who amuſed theme 
ſelves and others, with various and 
abſurd Genealogies in the fulneſs of 
the God-head, St. John could not 
have choſen a Term of more Signifi- 
cancy to that End, than this of the 
Word. ON: apy Es 
Againſt the Jews, who would not 
hear, that Jeſus was the Sun of God, 
St. John ſheweth that Jeſus was firſt 
the Nord, and as ſuch exiſted, before 
the Creation with God; that the 
Mord in reſpe& of his peculiar Gene- 
ration from the Father, was the Son 
of God ; and therefore the Vord be- 
ing made Fleſh and become that Per- 
ſon towhom the Name Jeſus was given, 


| Jeſus allo was the only-begotten of 


. 


the Father, As if he had ſaid, 


* appeal to your own Notions con- 
= cerning the Word, Your Expoſi- 
* tors teach that God created all things 
*:by his Nord, that he appeared and 
** talked to Adam and the antediluvi- 
** an. Patriarchs, by his Word, as he 

15 82 « did 


20 A SERMON preachd 
did afterwards by the ſame Word 
Fro Abraham, If aac, Jacob and his 
Sons: That the Word was the An- 
gel in the Buſh, which Moſes beheld 
* on Fire, that the Word gave the 
** Law, delivered Iſrael out of Egypt, 
* and was Captain over Joſhua, and 
* ſo forth. Why then may not God 
** ſpeak to you allo in theſe laſt Days 
e by his Wrd incarnate, as you ſup- 
* pole he acted, appeared and ſpoke 
to them in Times paſt by his Word 
Fi in other Forms ? So it is in Fact, In 
the Beginning was the Word, and 
© the Word was with God, and the 
rd was God, 11 thingswer made 
* by Him----- He came unto his own, (the 
„ Jewith Nation) and bis own receive y 
ce him not--- And the Word was m. 4 ; 
« Fleſh, and dwelt among us, and we be, 
held bis Glory, the Glory as of the 
« only Begotten of the Father. By this 
e you ſee the Harmony between «he 

« old and new Creation: He that was 
the Beginner of the Old, is tt: 
„Author of the New, that in 

ö * Things be way have the ———_— 8 
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« He that manifeſted many Divine Attri- 


« butes in making the World, diſcovereth 
more in the renewing of Man; in both 
% he is the Proclaimer of God's Titles, 
« wherefore you ought to diſcern the Incar- 
« nation of a Divine Perſon, when I ſay the 
% Word was made Fleſh. 


For thoſe Hereticks, that are ſaid in his 


Time, to fancy various and abſurd Genea- 
logies in the Deity, and therefore to place the 
Word as an Emanation remote from the Fa- 
ther, and unknown to him, to be begotten 


of Silence, in Time, and a ſeparate Subſiſtence 


from Chriſt, and Lite, and Light, hear how 
aptly his Text is addreſt to Silence theſe al- 
ſo. In the Eegiuning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God; 
all things were made by Him, and without 
him was nbt any thing made that was made : 


In him was Life, and the Life was the Light 


of Men, &c, And the Word was made Fleſh 
and dwelt among us,” &c. 1. e. Before the 
World or any Thing in it, before any Crea- 
ture did exiſt, the Word was with the Pa- 


ther, therefore as near and intimate with - 
the Father, as can poſſibly be conceived; 
therefore deriving immediately from the 
Father, there being Dre between them, 


and that for ever. This is he who in Time 
was made Fleſh, and is called Je/as and 
Coriſt, as he is indeed the Fountain of Life 
and Light to every Being that partakes 


ol either, This is he whom we call the 
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Son of God; and that you may not appre- 
hend any thing Corporeal after the manner 
of Men, to included in this way of 
ſpeaking, but a Relation in a Senſe wor.hy 
of God, we repreſent him under the Title 
of Word.' There is here no occaſion of 
your avy/a with which your genealogical 
ables are filled; nor any cauſe of Imper- 
fection, by reaſon of a diſtant ſeparate de- 
ſcent from 'the firſt Principle. When the 
Word is. emitted from the Mind, it is the 
true Image of it, it retains ſtill Union with 
and Dependance upon the Father of it. And 
therefore conceive e but Likeneſs, 
Perfection, Purity, Oneneſs and Dignity in 
Chriſt's Sonſhip, thus ſignified in the moſt 
Spiritual humane Figure, that has been yet 
invented to expreſs it by. 

The Doctrine that reſults from the Text 
ſo explained, is this, the Son of God, who 
before the World was hid in the Boſom of 
the Father, whoſe Divine Power was mani- - 
feſted in making the World, as was his 
Perſon afrerwards in many Inſtances of care 
over his People, in order to redeem Man, 
was at length born of a Woman, and made 
in all Things like to thoſe he came to re- 
deem, Sin only excepted, 

All this is plainly deducible from the 
Words of my Text. Word and Fleſh are here 
oppoſed, as Father and Fleſh, Matth. xvi. 
17. Fleſh and Blood hath not revealed this, 
tut my Father which is in Heaven, As Son 


of 
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of God and Fleſh, Rom. i. 3, 4. Made of 
the Seed of Davida, according to the Fleſh, and 
declared to be the Son of God with Power, 
according to the Spirt of Holineſs, as Spirit 
and*Fleſh are 1 Pet. ui. 18. Being put to 
Death in the Fleſh, but ee the 
Spirit. Chriſt firſt exiſted as the Mora, before 
he aſſumed humane Nature or Fleſh. For it 
was, the Word that was made Fleſh, and not 
the contrary, the Fleſh was made the Word, 
or was exalted into the Dignity and Maje- 
ſty of God. And ſince St Paul ſpeaking of 
the Creation, faith in one Place, God by his,,, . 
Son made the Worlds: and in another, the 
Worlds were framed by the Word of God. It heb. xi 2. 
follows, in reſpect of that Nature, in which 
Chriſt EO as the Word, he is the 
Son of God. : | 
From this Doctrine, now cleared, we may 
reflect on three Things by way of Applica- 
tion, which we can't do ſo well on the Foot 
of any other Explication, of Chriſt's being 
made Fleſh. | | 
1. On the great Malignity of Sin. 2. 
The Lowneſs of Chriſt's Abaſement for our 
—F Sakes. 3. The exceeding great Love of 
Bo God to Mankind in Chriſt's Incarnation. 
; From whence will follow, 4thly. The Ob- 
n ligation we are under to love him again. 

(1. ) From the Incarnation of the Word, we 
may judge of the great Malignity of Sin. If 
we may pronounce of the Diſtemper by the 
difficult Method of Cure, no Diſeaſe is more 

72 deſperate 
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deſperate than Sin. Twas Sin, that brought 


down the Son of God from Heaven, the Re- 


£10 ions of eternal Light, to our Earth, the 
lace of Darkneſs. Twas Sin, that made 


him take the Form of a Servant, who was 


before in the Form of God ; and when found 
in the Faſhion of a Man, delivered him o- 
ver to Death, even the Death of the Croſs. 
For Himſelf he had nothing to anſwer; he 
was without Spot and Blemiſh. But all the 
World beſide ſtood charged in God's ſight, 
and he undertook to make their Atonement, 
to redeem them from the Curſe of the Law, 

being made a Carſe for them ; to be the 

mb that ſhould take away the 'Siz of the 


World, and by Death to deliver from Death, 
which all Mankind was become obnoxious | 


tOs 
To need ſuch a Prieſt, and ſuch a Sacri- 


fice, demonſtrates their Condition to be ve- 


ry deplorable. God would not have uſed 
ſuch extraordinary Means, if leſs might 
ſuffice. If the Law could have given Life, 


verily Righteouſneſs had been by the Law, 

If Perfection could have been obtain'd by 
the Levitical Prieſthood, there had been * 

of another Prieſt after the © 5 

Order or Melchizedeck. It it had been poſ- 

ſible for the Blood of Bulls and of Goats 

to take away Sin, God had not prepared 


no further need 


Chriſt 2 Body, to fulfill his Will in. All 


theſe being weak and anprofitable, (not pro- 
portioned to ſo great Ends,) God ſent ort y 


hi 


Honour and Dignity in ſome Pre- exiſtent 


* 
wa 
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his Son, made of a Woman; made under the 
Law, to make us free from the Law of Sin 
and Death; and by a , Sacrifice for Siu to 
condemn Sin inthe kleſh, 33 
It is not for us, ſhort-ſighted Mortals to 


ſay, what God might or could do fox the 
Pardon and Abolition of Sin, in any hier 


Way. Ir is enough, that he hath choſex no-0-, + 


ther beſide this of his Son's being made Fleſh, 
whereby to redeem us: that he hath told us, 
this is the only, the laſt Sacrifice for Sin: and 


that there remains no other for them, that 


take no hold of this,. by repentance. Heavy 
therefore mult be the Burthen of their Sins; 
inexcuſable their Guilt, inſupportable their 
Miſery, who forfeit the Benefit of this Re- 
deemer , and deſpiſe or negle& Chrilt's 
great Salvation | \ 

(2) We may hence admire, the lowneſs of 
Chriſt's Abaſement in becoming Man, This 
firſt Act of Chriſt, his ſubmitting to be 
made Fleſh, is often mentioned in Scriptureg 


as a conſiderable inſtanceof his Humiliation : 
++ Which it is hard to conceive, wherein it lies, 


if he were not before poſſeſt of Being and 


State: which there is no Reaſon to prefer ſo 


— 1 = 


highly above the condeſcenſion of Angels 


in their Adminiſtrations towards Men fo 
much lower than they, as the Apoſtle to the 
Hebrews doth; if he were not Superior to all 
the Angelick Beings, if he had not by Inberi- 
tance @ more excellent Name than they; if as 
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a Son, he were not intituPd to the Throne 4 
- and Scepter of his Father. 
Was he born a meer Man, like one of us, 
wherein did his Abafement exceed ours? 
To be brought into Being from nothing, 
muſt have been a Benefit to him as well as 
others: or a Degradation to other Men as 
well as to him. Nor could he plead the merit 
of Choice above others, were he not in a 
| prior Capacity, to refuſe what he undertook. 
40 But granting-him to have exiſted in ful- 
| neſs of Majeſty, as the Word with God, and 
| yet foregoing this willingly, totake upon him 
| the Nature of Man, you then perceive the 
PFP0orce of the ſacred Expreſſions concerning it. 
| 


2 Cor. viii. 9. Jau know, faith the Apoſtle, 
the Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that tho 


115 he was rich, yet for your fakes he became poor, 
| | that you thro his Poverty might be rich. At 
what time was he rich, and in what ? Not 
during his Life upon Earth. He declares the 
contrary : He had not where to lay his Head; 
and ſometimes was put to the expence of a 
| Miracle, to fatisfy his Hunger. In ſuch Cir 2 
cumſtahces, he parted not with much, that “ 
reſigned a miſerable Life, which Nature 4 
time or other would require. And for Riches 
in ſpiritual Gifts, theſe for our fakes he was 
'F filled with on Earth, not deprived of, and 
4 he exerciſed them more amply, the nearer he 
approach'd to his End. | 
They were therefore the Riches of Gy 
and Dignity that he enjoyed, before his * 
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and quitted to become Man, which the A- 
poſtle means; even that Glory Chriſt prays 
for juſt before his Paſſion, Joh. xvii. 5 
And now, O Father, gloriſe me with thy own 
Self, with the Glory which I had with thee, 
before the World was. The ſame Apoſtle there- 
fore is careful to diſtinguiſh this, from the 
ſtill lower Aft of Abaſement, his ſubmitting 
to a violent Death upon the Croſs, after he 
| was made Man. Obſerve his Gradation. 
Phil. ii. 6, 7, 8 Who being in the Form 
of Go made himſelf of no Reputation 
{or as the Greek Word implies, emptyed 
or diveſted himſelf thereof,) and took upon 
himſelf the Form of a Servant, and was 
made in the likeneſs of Men. Here in- 
deed was a mighty diminution from. the 
Form of God, to the Form of a Servant, 
which all aſſume that are made in the like- 
neſs of Men. And yet this was. not all, being 
found in Faſhion as a Man, he humbled himſelf 
| further, and became obedient to Death, even 
| the Death of the Croſs. As ſurely therefore 
as he dyed, fo ſurely he became true Man; 
and he was as ſurely firſt in the Form of 
Hod, as he was afterwards in the Form of Man 
(you muſt underſtand both States of a Re- 
ality. of Being, or both of an empty Appea- 
rance :) and greater Humiliation can't be con- 
ceived, than to deſcend from a State fo high, 
to another fo oppoſite. 
N YON this Hypotheſis, the Love of God 
in Man's Redemption is exceedingly magni- 
| D 2 hed, 
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fied, and on no other ſo much. For tho? 

the Demerits and diſmal Conſequences of 

Sin, endear the Bleſſing of a Deliverance by 

any Hand; and when the firſt Motion pro- 

ceeds from the Perſon offended, the Grace 

is ſtill enhanced: Yet if the Dignity of the 

Perſon that accompliſh'd the Deliverance be 

alſo added, the Conſideration thereof ex- 
ceedingly encreaſes the Value of it. 

It had been a mighty Honour to Men, 
made lower than the Angels, if God had 
employed any of the Angels that ſtand be- 
fore his Preſence, on the Errand of Man's 
Salvation. But God paſſed over them, to 
ſend his 1 Son, the Heir of all 
things, to ſave us. 

And how did he come? Not as the Son 
of ſo great a Kine, encircled with Glory, 
attended by Myriads of Heavenly Beings 
his Miniſters; no, nor in the Grandeur of 
a Temporal King, that-claimed the Throne 
of his Father David. He did not ſo much 


1 leiſurely Proceſs of Nature, to take u 
14 him our Fleſn. ö 


. and Infirmity, of Pain and Corruption, the 
4 Subject of Appetites and Paſſions. In ſuch 
a homely Tabernacle, he ſpent many Fears: 
He laboured, he faſted, he hungrid,” he 


grieved, he ſuffered Torments, ang Wen 
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as appear a perfect Man, at firſt, as Adam 
came out of God's Hands, but ſubmitted to 


1 be born a common Man, in the ordinary and: 


| 6 
. Fleſh, our vileſt Part, the Seat of Want 


4m. 
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| ha! was, the lame St. John tells, juſt after 
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he dyed. Lord! we may ſay with the Cen- 
turion, We were not worthy, that thou 


ſhoulaſt come under our Roof! It had been a 
Degree of Love beyond ExpeQation, if thou 


hadſt vouchſafed, like a Man in Authority, 


but to ſpeak a Word in our Behalf; but 
ſince thou was not aſhamed to viſit our Na- 
ture, and to call us Brethren, we are aſto- 
niſht at the Riches of thy Goodneſs. What 
could have been done more, that thou haſt 
not done, to conſtrain 1ngenuous Natures, 
to a ſuitable Reſentment of thy Kindneſs? 
On the contrary, every Step that the Na- 

ture ot Chriſt is lowered and degraded, 


3 Abatement to this Expreſſion of his 


ve. The fewer Rights he had antece- 
dently to his Birth the leſs he quitted for 
our Sakes ; and the leſs he quitted, the ſmal- 
ler Obligations he has laid upon us. 

The Apoſtles therefore, to exalt our Senſe 
of the Benefit, do oſten mention the high 
Original of our Redeemer, and his near Re- 
lation to the Father. Ii this, faith, St. 
John was manifeſted the Love of God to- 
ward us, becauſe that God ſent his only bes 
gotten Son into the World, that we might 
live thro him, Herein s Love, not that 
we loved God, but that he loved us, and 


. ſent his Son to be the Prapitiation for our 
Sins, The Titles of Son and only begot- 


ten Son, ſuppoſe ſomething very peculiar in 
Chriſt aboye all other Beings. And what 


the 
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the Words of my Text, he was the Word 
made Fleſh, and tabernacled among us, and 


we beheld his Glory, as of the only begotten of 


the Father | 
From this Relation fo God, his Blood is 
called by another Apoſtle, the precious Blood 
of Chrifh, 1 Pet. i. 19. Why more precious 
than another Man's, but that it was offered 
thro the eternal Spirit without Spot to God; 
as the Author to the Hebrews has it, it re- 
ceived Virtue from that Holy Nature, he ex- 
iſted in, before the World was, which made, 
the Offering up of the Body of Chriſt, far 
exceed all other Sacrifices, that were alſo of 


God's Appointment. Aud therefore hereby 


perceive we the Love f God toward us. 
Such Love calls on us, (4th/y.) To ask our. 
ſelves, what we ſhall return to the Lord for 


all this. What ſhall we render? What have 


we to render but Love in return? Love of 


him again is all that is left us of our own. 


God hath many Titles, to whatever we can 
do beſides. In Right of Creation, all the Ser- 
vice we are able to pay, is his. Further, He 
hath bought us with a Price, to glorify him 
both in Soul and Body, which are his. How- 
ever there may be a ready Will, even under 
prior Engagements. We may expreſs in a 


cheerful free choice to obey his Commands, 
and in the Pleaſure wherewith we tranſcribe 
into our Manners what is moſt eminent in 


Chriſt's Example, that were we entirel 


him. 


Our 
own, we would devote our ſelves wholly — 
| An 
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And there are two Things in Chriſt's Ex- 
ample, which the Return of this Day's So- 
jemnity, more eſpecially reminds us of, vis. 
Humility and Love of the Brethren. As 
often as we think of Chriſt's low Condeſcen- 
fion, we ſhould make the fame inference from 
it with St. Paul. Let the ſame mind be in you, 
which was in Chriſt Jeſus, who being in the 
| Form of God, did not make Oftentation of his 
real Dignity, nor pertinacioully inſiſt on this 
Right, but was content to be degraded and 
contumeliouſly treated for the Good of others. 
Love of the Brethren is another Virtue 
St John recommends from the Inftance of 
Chriſt's Love. Beloved, faith he, if God ſo 
loved us, we ought alſs to love one another. 
And again, 1 Joh iii. 16. Hereby perceive 
we the Love of God, becauſe he (Chriſt) laid 
down bis Life for us. Aud, or therefore, we 
ought to lay cown our Lives for the Brethren. 
How far ſhort do they fall of this, who 
will not lay aſide their Paſſions of Malice and 
#6. | Hatred and Envy againſt their Brethren? No, 


nor ſo much as a few Superfluities out of 
their Plenty, to fave the Lives of their poor 
and miferabte Brettiren! Of ſuch is the ſame 
- Apoſtles Queſtion ; Myoſo hath this World's tt 
Good, ana ſees his Brother hath need, and | 


Puts up his Bowels of Compaſſion from him 
wh wells the 1 62715 rel ? And 
again, If we love not our Brother whom 
we have ſeen, Low ſhall we love God whom i 
we haue no: ſeen? How can they cena | | 
| | this 


| 
| 
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away the Lea ven of Uncharitableneſs, of Ma- 
lice and Wickedneſs? If you would walk ix 
Love as Chriſt hath ves us, you muſt fulfil” 
St PauPs Precepts, Eph. iv. 31. To put away ' 
all Bitterneſs, and Wrath, and Anger, and 
Ciamour, and evil ſpeaking, ond br nbd one ta 
andther, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, 
even as God for Cbriſi's ſake has forgiven un. 

Then ſhall our Sacrifice of Praiſe to Gd 
at the Holy Table, be a' fweet Smelling Sa: © 
vor; then ſhall we be worthy to ſhew borch | 
the Lord's Death till he — and had rea- 
ſon to be aſſured, that Chriſt wil perfect his 
Love towards us, and love us, to the End, # 
Bringing forth ſuch Fruits, we may with Joy 
look for his Second Appearance from Heaven, 
whence he ſhall come again and receive us 
to himſelf, that where he is, there we m 
be alſo, in the Regions of Love and Peace 
and Bliſs, for evermore. 
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A Sermon ore A at the Catbedral- Church of | 
Worceſter, on the 5th of Fune, 1716. Being th 4 
Day of Trenklpivieg for the Bleſſi g of Gl 4 
in ſuppreſſing the late. Unnatural Rebellin. 5 
E. CHANDLER, D. D. (now Lord W of 
ventry and Lichfeld.) 
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